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b
Congress of the Haited States

Houze of Kepresentatives

THashington, BE 20515

December 28, 2011

Dear Friend,

It is my privilege to represnt and serve you in Congre¥éith the goal of keeping you informed,

my office has compiled 2011 Year in Revievabriefs u mmar y of thi s year 0Ofs

highlights in the House, mactivity in the Energy and Commerce Committee, and Ninth District
outreach. | hope you will find this document informative and useful

This isa critical timefor our nation. | know many of you are as concerned as | am about what is
going on in Washinmn, job creation, and the econonTyoo many Americans remain
unemployed and the nanal debts far too high

In the remainder of the 1fZongress, | wilcontinuetovor k tirel essly to
dire debt situation, promote policies that spur job creation, support legislation that encourages
domestic energy production, and fightjkiling regulations While we will face many

challenges in 2012, | have gtdwpefor the future of our country.

As always do not hesitate to contact my office to share your legislative ideas or request
assistance involving federal matters. My staff and | are here to hedmain

Sincerely yours,

m

H. MORGAN GRIFFITH
Member of Congress



Legislation Sponsored by Congressman Griffith

Congressman Griffitintroducel several pieces of legislatioluring the first session of the 112
Congress.These bills deal with a variety of issues frdelayingthee PA6s Boi | er MA
to reducing Membegpay. One ofCo n g r e s s mahills gad amendmengassed the

Housein 2011 For the bills that have not been taken tere is still an opportunity fahemto

be acted on during the remainder of the™ €®ngressBelow you will find informationon a

fewof Congr essMtllaan Gri ffithos

Passed by the U.S. House of Representatives

H.R. 22501 The EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011

Introduced: June 21, 2011

Cosponsors: 126

StatusH.R. 2250 passed th#ouse on October 13, 20Mith abipartisanvote of 2751 142.
The bill currently resides in the Senate.

The EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011 wouddovide a legislative fix for the Environmental

Protection Agencyods (EPA) Boiler Maxi mum Ac]hi

Specifically, H.R. 2250 would direct the EPA to develop achievable standards for boilers,
process heaters, and incinerai@nsl extends compliance deadlines to allow facilities time to
comply. Somemistakenlyp el i eve t hat the EPAG6s Boiler MA
businesses, but in realjtyey impact businesses of all sizes, colleges, universities, and hospitals
T appraimately 200,000 boilers nationwid®y onerecentestimate, the Boiler MACT rules
couldresult in $14.5 billion in compliance costadpotentiallyput more thar230,000 American

jobs at risk. This bipartisan jobs bill received the support of 41 Dentedérethe House. Similar
legislation in the Senate has gained 41 cosponsors, including 12 Democrats.

H. Amdt. 151to H.R. 1

Introduced: February 18, 2011

Status: H. Amdt. 151 passed the House on February 19, 2011, with a bipartisan voté&5.235
Theunderlyingbill, H.R. 1, was not taken up by the Senate.

This amendment rescinflsnding for theE P A éosductivity guidance that is harmful to the

mining industry. Conductivity measures the ability of water to transport an electrical current. In
orderfor a coal mine to receive a permit under the Clean Water Act, it must pass this test. Not
even expensive bottled water, like Perrier and Evian, are of good enough quality to pump out of
mines in Southwest Virginiacaording to the EPA regulatiorPermis issued under the Clean
Water Act affect nearly 80,000 direct coal mining jobs, as well as the coal to power nearly 80
million homes. Not only are these reckless regulations a threat to businessdsimhii#strict,

but they are a threatto jobsagost he nati on as wel | as Amer. i




Pending in the U.S. House of Representatives

H.R. 33571 To provide for a 10 percent reduction in pay for Members of Congress
Introduced: January 19, 2011

Cosponsors: 1

Status: Referred to theouseOversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Federal
Workforce, U.S. Postal Service, and Labor Policy

As millions of Amer iCongrasdnsan Griffith beliewas tdembers gpfme n t
Congress shoulde willing totake a pay cut. H.R. 335 waliteduce pay for Members of
Congress by 10 percent.

H.R. 19151 State Compact Health Choice Act of 2011

Introduced: May 13, 2011

Status: Referred to thdéouse Energand Commerce andouse Ways and Means
Subcommittegon Health

H.R. 1915would allow states to enter intioterstatecompacts in order to offer health insurance
plansacross state linesThese compacitsould have the potential effect lvfoadening the pool

of policyholders, which wouldenerag more competition among health inswgrovidea

wider array of plans, and in turn, lower costs for consumers

H.R. 20361 The American Alternative Fuels Act of 2011

Introduced: May 26, 2011

Cosponsors: 13

Status: Referred to théouse Energy and Commer8ebcommittee on Energy and Environment

The American Alternative Fuels Act would t ajke
future. This legislation would break down the barriers tmelstic alternative fuelsincluding

fuels derived from coal, biomass, algae, and waste. The bill permits the federal government to

buya wide array oélternative fuels, increases transparency in the Loan Guarantee Program,
promotes algae as a renewdliel, and supports synthetic natural gas productiuiditionally,

H.R. 2036 allows the Department of Defense to enter intetemg contracts for purchasing

alternative fuels.

H. J. RES.461 The State Legislative Veto

Introduced March 3, 2011

Cospmsors 1

Status:Referred to Hous&udiciarySubcommittee on the Constitution


http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d112:2:./temp/%7Ebd8RxU::

H. J. Res 46 is an amendment to the Constitution that would allowhivas of state legislatures

to void any federal law or regulation. Article V of the Constitution allowsthirds of state
legislatures to propose changes to the Constitution by way of a Convesimme that

mechanism exists for changes to the Constitution, | believe states should have similar powers
regarding federal laws and regulations.

Congressman Griffitspokein
support of his bill, the EPA
Regulatory Relief Act (H.R. 2250),
on the House floor.

£ REP. MORGAN d FFITH
£ (R) Virginia
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Congressman Griffith visited the
Clinch Valley Medical Center in
Richlands.

Frank Newsome, an Old Regular
Baptist Singer froniaysi (center),
accepedhis 2011 NEA National
Heritage Fellowship award from
Congressman Morgan Griffith.

Photo by Tom Pich



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCctwvp4Fio&feature=channel_video_title

2011 Legislative Highlights

Over the past several years, federal spending has skyrocketed leaving the United States with
debt of more than $15 trillion. Congress has a responsibility to the American people to rein in
wasteful and excessive spendiridigh debt means a future of high interest, high inflatrogh
borrowing costs, low predictability, low confidenesd lowjobs for our children and
grandchildrenWe cannot sustain this patin additionto a growing dehtourdensome and

costly federal regulations are impeding job creation and makingridenless competitive.
Whether fromthe EPA, the FDAor one of theother alphabet agencies, we have to carefully
examine thempactofre gul ati ons being placed on Amer.|

In 2011, House Republicans focused ongmnth, prejobs policies aimed at getting our
economy moving again and spag job creationCurrently,28 bipartisarob creating and job
protecting bills passed by the House are awaiting Senate.action

Below are some of the legislative highlights from the House in.2@&Hth bill can be explored
in more depth otline athttp://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php

Repeal of Obama Care and the 1099 Mandate

U Repeal of Obama Care: In January, the House passed H.RR&pbaling the Jeb
Killing Health Care Law Act.

U Repeal of the 1099 paperwork mandate in Obama Care: H.R. 4, the Small Business
Paperwork Mandate Elimination Act of 2011, was passed by the House and Senate and
signed into law in April.

Reducing Regulatory Burdens

EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011 (H.R250)i Sponsored by Congressman Giriffith
Farm Dust Regulation Prevention Act of 2011 (H.R. 1633)

Regulations From the Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2d1R. 10)
Regulatory Accountability Act of 201(H.R. 3010)

Regulatory Flexibility Improvements Act of 20{H#.R. 527)

Reducing Regulatory Burdens A¢l.R. 872)

Clean Water Cooperative Federalism Act (H.R. 2018)

Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on The Nation (TRAIN) Act (H.R.
2401)

Cement Sector Refatory Relief Act (H.R. 2681)

Coal Residuals Reuse and Management(AdR. 2273)
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Encouraging Domestic Energy Productiand American Jobs

U North AmericanMade Energy Security Act (H.R. 1938)
U Jobs and Energy Permitting Act of 2011 (H.R. 2021)
U ReversingPresident Obama'’s Offshore Moratorium Act (H.R. 1231)



http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php

U Putting the Gulf of Mexico Back to Work AQH.R. 1229)
U Restarting American Offshore Leasing Now AldtR. 1230)
U Energy Tax Prevention Act (H.R. 910)

Tax Relief for Americans

U H.R. 674, th8% Withholding Rule Repeapassed the House and Senate and was signed
into law in November.

Support for Americads Veterans

U Passed by the House, tfleterans Opportunity to Work (VOW) Act of 2011 (H.R. 2433)
would further ensur e tolpevidgempleymentopportudites c ofmm
and training services to veterans.

The House passed Vet-ef-Liang AdiustmieotrAgtef80dlat i on [JCo
which increases the rates of disability compensation for disabled veterans during these
difficult economic times.

Additional PraJob LegislatiorPassed by the House

Fairnes for High-Skilled Immigrants Act of 2011 (H.R. 3012)

Consumer Financial Protection & Soundness Improvement Act (H.R. 1315)
Protecting Jobs from Government Interference Act (H.R. 2587)

Workforce Democracy and Fairness AldtR. 3094)

Southeast Arizona LarExchange and Conservation Act of 2011 (H.R. 1904)
Small Company Capital Formation Act of 2011 (H.R. 1070)

Workforce Democracy and Fairness Act (H.R. 3094)

Entrepreneur Access to Capital Act (H.R. 2930)

Access to Capital for Job Creators Act (H.R. 2940)

To amend the securities laws to establish certain thresholds for shareholder registration,
and for other purposes (H.R. 1965)
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A groupfrom Wataiga Elementary
Schoolin Abingdon visited with
Congressman Griffith in Washington
D.C.



House

Energy &
Commerce gmmittee

HouseEnergy and Commerce Committee Activity

Upon coming to Congres€ongressman Griffitivas selected to serve on the House Energy and
Commerce CommitteeThis committeeassignmenallows Congressman Griffitho work

closely on many issues directly impacting the Ninth Distlibe Energy and Commerce
Committee has broad jurisdiction ovewariety ofissues, includinghe availability of affordable
energy, environmentajuality, public healthtelecommunicatins, consumer protection, food and
drug safety, and commerc&he Committee also has oversight over multiple federal agencies
including the Department of Energy, Department of Health and Human SethiE&®od and

Drug Administration (FDA), and the Emenmental Protection Agency (EPA addition to
serving on the full Committe€ongressman Griffith ia member of the Subcommittee on
Energy and Power and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.

Throughout the year, the Energy and Commé&uammitteeheld numerous legislative hearings
and reported a number of bills for consideration by the HoBséw is abrief summary of
someissues covered in 20y Co n g r e s s ma Subc@mmiittteld~brta boinglete listing
of House Energy and Commerce Committee activities, please visit
www.republicans.energycommerce.house.gov

Subcommittee on Energy and Power

In early 2011, the House launched the American Energy Initiatigenas/ toexpand American
energy productionThe goals of this initiative are threefold:

1. Stopping government policies that are driving up gas prices
2. Expanding American energyoduction to lower costs & create more jobs
3. Promoting an fAall of the aboved strategy

Throughout the course of the gfecasedonwvaaonsy o f
aspects of the American Energytiative. Congressman Griffitiparticipated imumerous

hearings orthe American Energy Initiative ansisues ranging from expediting the Keystone XL
pipelineto offshore energy exploratido boiler regulations The Subcommittee on Energy and
Poweralse x a mi ned t h ereghl&dkydreforntanddhgetfects of events in the

Mi ddl e East on U. S. energy markets as wel
regulations.



http://www.republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

The role of this Subcommittee is to provide oversight of federal agencies and programs and,
when necessary, conduct investigations.

Throughout the yeaongressman Griffith | ayed an active rol e in
investigation of the DepartmentohEe r gy 6 s $535 mi | | i oankrepgn g u
solar energy company Solyndra. Several officials from the Obama Administration, including
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, testified before the Subcommittee regarding the loan guaranteg
and subordin&in of taxpayer monealf a billion dollars of taxpayer money is gone and $75
million subordinatedwhich means theaxpayeravereillegally putin the backseat as secondary
creditors. In November, the Subcommittee voted to issue a subpoena to theNwhge for

important documents pertaining to this investigatidme Solyndra investigation is ongoing, and
Congressman Griffith ieopeful that we willget to the bottom of the decision making process of
this bad investment of taxpayer dollars.

Congressman Griffith questieal
officials about the failed Solyndra
loan guarantee im Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations
hearing.

Listed below are several of te¢herissues covered ithe Subcommittee o@versight and
Investigationsn 2011:

Regulatory Reform
White House transparency
Oversight of Department of Energy spendng d t he EPAOGs budget
Cybersecurity
U.S. response to the nuclear power plant incident in Japan
Health Care
0 Waste, fraud, and abuse in Medicare and Medicaid

o TheProtect Life Act
o0 Cancellation of the CLASS Act




Ninth District Outreach

Throughout the year, Congressman Griffith and the Ninth District staff crissci®estuvest
Virginia, including our areas of Southsided the Alleghany Highlandattending events and
meeting with constituents. Below are some highlights from 2011 involving Ninth District
outreach:

Established offices in Abingdon, Christiansburg, and Big Stone Gap

Traveling Staff Office HoursMe mber s of Co n g stadf hostrmanthly Gr i f fffli t
traveling office hours in every county and city in the Ninth District.

Town Hall Meetings: In 2011, Congressman Griffith heldnypublic question and
answemeetingswith thousands ofonstituents and iNth District businesses. In
addition, Congressman Griffith has condudigldphondgown halls across thentire
Ninth District.

Service Academy Day€ongressman Griffithdid two Service Academy Days for Ninth
District residents interested in ng

Congressional Art Competitio@ongressman Griffith hosted the Congressional Art
Competition for Ninth District high school stens. The Ninth District is proudly
represented in the Capitol art display by Jessalyn Mullins of Norton.

Launched the One More Job Initiative: Thigiative sought input fronconstituents and
local businesseabout what it will take to create just one more jpthether it is

changing the tax code or rolling back a burdensome regulattbaboration on this issue
is critical.

Hosteda Ninth District round table on sheep and goat production in an effaékoosit
ways to expand local agriculture sectors.

In 2011, Congressman Griffith visited each of the 27 jurisdictions in the Ninth District
multiple times

Congressman Giriffitimet with Congressman Giriffitspoke with
Jessalyn Mullins, winner of the employees at Universal Fibers ir
Ninth Districtc¢ Bristol. 10
Congressional Art Competition.



Met with economic development groups from across the Ninth Distrgatteer and
share ideas for bringing jolbs the region.

Tourednumerousgnedical facilities, clinicsbusinesses both large and smaill
throughout the Ninth District.

Visited elementary, middle, and higichools in the Ninth District to speak with students
about civics and current events

Participated in the GoVergonbdtas Eerehgpl Gy f
Energy Technology Summitennessee Valley Corridor Board Meetiagd the Eastern

Coal Council Conference.

Spoke with civic groups the Ninth Districtand d@tended impadant community events

Took part in medal ceremonies for local veterans receivingamelweplacement medals.

Urgedthe United States Postal Servioereconsidethe potential closing of numerous
Post Offices and processing facilities serving the Ninth District.

Il n addition to Con grNnt ®istrecintaff@Gitended ribbiorh 6 s [
cuttings,USPS public meeting§hamber of Commerce events, semitizers fiorums
project announcements, and closely followed local is3dissstaff also assisted with

grant applications for various Ninth District projeatsen requested

gl

Congressmn Griffithtoured Goodwill
Industries in Radford.

Congressman Griffitipresented
Corporal Jame<. Rasnake with a
long-deserved Bronze Star Medal with
AVo [2éwvalarous actions.

¥

Congressma Griffith participated in a
public meeting about Forest Service 11
issues in Covington.

Congressman Griffitheld aTown Hall
meeting in Riner.




Staying Connectedn 2012

There are several ways to stapnnected with what is happening in Congress and around the
Ninth District. You can also contact one of the Ninth District offices or the Washington Office

for any inquiries. Whether you have a legislative question, want to schedule a meeting, or need
assstance with a federal agency, Congressman Griffith encourages you to stay in touch in 2012.

Contact Congressman Griffith Online

In order to be accessible amformative Congr es s man Gleveldpédiaseh 6 s o0 f
friendly websitewhere you casubscribe to theveekly enewslettey connect through social
media, send Congressman Griffith an email, and view the schedule for traveling staff office
hours. Please visitww.morganagriffith.nouse.goto see all of the features the website offers.

Watch on YouTube
www.youtube.com/RepMorganGriffith

3/LNH” RQ )DFHERRN
www.facebook.com/RepMorganGriffitk

Follow on Twitter
www.twitter.com/RepMGriffith

Ninth Congressional District OfficaContact Information

Washington, DC Abingdon Office
1108 Longworth HOB 323 West Main Street
Washington, DC 20515 Abingdon, VA 24210
Phone: (202) 223861 Phone: (276) 528405

Fax: (202) 2250076 Fax: (276) 5251444

Christiansburg Office Big Stone Gap Office
17 West Main Street Federal Courthouse
Christiansburg, VA 24073 322 Wood Avenue E, Room 303
Phone: (540) 385671 Big Stone Gap, VA 24219
Fax: (540) 3815675 By Appointment Only

www.morgangriffith.nouse.gov



http://www.morgangriffith.house.gov/

