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2026 RULES AND REGULATIONS

FOR FRAMING THE WINNING ARTWORK

Framing regulations apply only to the winning artwork that will be sent to Washington, DC. Each Member
of Congress may include additional entry rules for his or her own District; please consult your Member’s office to
see whether a frame is required for the district competition. Even if your Member of Congress does not require a
frame to enter the artwork in the district competition, if your artwork is selected for display in the
Congressional Art Competition exhibit, it must be delivered to Washington, DC in a frame. When framed,
the artwork can be no larger than 26 inches high, 26 inches wide, and 4 inches deep, including the frame.

All winning artwork must be enhanced and protected by a sturdy frame. Frames must be made of wood or
metal. No plastic “snap on” or metal frames that can easily come apart are to be used.

All artwork, except paintings in oil or acrylic on canvas, must be protected by Plexiglas or glass. Plexiglas is
preferred. If glass is used, the person who packs the artwork should make special packing and shipping
arrangements to ensure the artwork is not damaged if the glass breaks.

Matting can enhance or detract from a work of art and should be carefully selected.

The artwork will be hung from vertical wires. Two sturdy screw-in eye hooks (see picture below) must be attached
at the top left and right sides of the back of the frame for hanging to prevent the work from leaning forward or
hanging unevenly. Wire between the hooks will need to be removed before it is sent to Washington, DC.
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Do not attach labels, ribbons, etc., to the front of the piece or underneath the glass or Plexiglas.

Please indicate which side is up by marking arrows pointing towards the top on the back.



