
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 7, 2026 

 

Governor Abigail Spanberger 

Office of the Governor 

1111 East Broad Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 

Dear Governor Spanberger, 

 

I read with great interest about your recent decision to intervene in Virginia State Corporation 

Commission case number PUR-2026-00112, to examine the proposed NextEra Energy and 

Dominion Energy merger. While few, if any, of the constituents I represent in Virginia’s 9th 

Congressional District are Dominion power ratepayers, the merger petition is consequential to 

the entire Commonwealth. My interest in the merger case concerns the Virginia City Hybrid 

Energy Center (VCHEC) power plant that Dominion Energy owns and operates in my district 

near St. Paul. This power plant generates 610 megawatts of electricity at the site using waste 

coal, known as gob, and sawmill waste as fuel. VCHEC was built in 2012 and is one of the 10 

newest coal plants to be constructed in the United States. It also has some of the most up-to-date 

emissions controls in the country. By burning coal waste, the plant reduces methane emissions 

from waste piles and eliminates acid mine drainage risks that harm the Clinch River. This plant 

provides essential baseload power to enhance the reliability of the electric grid while also, 

reducing methane emissions, remediating waterways in my district and cleaning up legacy waste 

sites at a lesser cost to the taxpayer. VCHEC also employs almost 160 people at a high wage and 

pays about $8.5 million in taxes per year to Wise County and the City of St. Paul. 

 

I am concerned about potential negative impacts that the merger could have on VCHEC as it is 

allowed to operate until 2045 under the Virginia Code. We all share the goal of keeping 

electricity rates as low as possible while ensuring reliable service to our constituents. Striking 

that balance can be very difficult, however, I would submit that reducing the hours of operation 

of a plant before the end of its useful life will likely put upward pressure on electric rates. I urge 

you not to forget our constituents in Wise County as you participate in this merger case. Thank 

you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

_______________________ 

H. Morgan Griffith 

Member of Congress 


